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Stories Eminently Worth TelHnjj of Experiences and Adventures

in the Great National Struggle

GETTYSHURG

Cen J n SvrelUerM Urlirmle in lic
lcarfiil StrcKKlet of tlie Orcein J In

Editor National Tribune T road
with considerable interest Hie article of
Comrade Piatt On Little Round Top
Bvery true Mjldicr will Rive the gallant
Vincent and his brigade credit tor the
heroic woik done on Ihe Mount at Get ¬

tysburg Rut there aie others There
is enough of gor to go all around
The heroism and utillinching hravorj
shown by both in that great bat-
tle

¬

are imperishable memories of tho
civil war

I however tac decided exception to
the relet ence to Col Sweitzer as being
absent fiom his biigadc Comrade
Piatt quotes the statement from a pre-
vious

¬

article published in The National
Tribune of vhiUi Comrade West was
the author Not having seen the Wcl
article I can only go by the reference

The trouble Is many men who at¬

tempt to write the history of battles 40
years after they occur rely more on
fading memory than on facts

Soldiers of the line who were in their
proper places during an engagement
had little time or oportunity to observe
what took place on other portions of tha
Held

Col J Bowman Sweitzer commanded
the Second Brigade First Division
Fifth Corps from May 18G3 until July
3 1S61 when relieved to be mustered
out with his regiment by reason of ex-

piration
¬

of term of service
I want to say with all the emphasis

nt my command that any statement to
thf effect Col Sweitzer was absent from
his brigade at any time during the bat
tie of Gettysburg is absolutely untrue
Such statements coming long after the
prominent actors of the war have gone
to their final rest is an unwarranted as ¬

sumption of the freedom of speech
which no true American soldier shoul1
indulge In The memory of brave men
who performed their duty in the try ¬

ing times of war should be sacred to
every patriot of the Republic

There was no more competent and
faithful officer or gallant soldier in the
service than Brevet Brig Gen J Bow-
man

¬

Sweitzer The fact that his horse
was shot under him and the crown of
his hat laid open by a minie ball while
in the Wheat field is some evidence that
he was not far from his brigade while
it was engaged in that Whirlpool of
the battle

Permit me Mr Editor to quote from
my address delivered Sept 11 1SS9 at
the dedication of the monument of the
G2d Regiment Pa Vols located in the
Wheatfield at Gettysburg which will
give the operations of Sweitzcrs Bri-
gade

¬

from July 1st until the close of
the battle

Gen Lees movements north were
closely followed Three days before the
battle Gen Meade assumed command
of the Army of the Potomac The Union
forces pushed forward into Pennsylva-
nia

¬

and In the morning July 1 the
enenys skirmishers were encountered
at Marsh Creek near the Chambers
burg Pike on which Gen Hills Corps
vas moving east A severe battle was
fought in which the Federal troops
were overpowered and driven back at
ell points- - in considerable disorder

About 4 oclock Gen Hancock arriv
ed on the field and directed the move-
ments

¬

for the final stand that was
made on East Cemetery Hill On the
report of Gen Hancock Gen Meade
decided to order up the remainder of
the army for a general battle at oet
tysburg Orders were sent out hurry-
ing

¬

forward all the troops The Fifth
Corps after a long and wearisome
inarch reached Hanover about
oclock in the evening At this point
news of the battle reached us and we
were asked to press forward to the as
slstance of our comrades at the front
The march was continued until after
midnight when the Second Brigade
turned into a grove about five miles
from the battlefield for a short rest An
Incident occurred while on this night
march that illustrated the strong attach
ment and abiding confidence the troops
still had for their first commander
Word was passed along the line that
Gen McClellan was again in command
and awaited the arrival of his old bat-
talions

¬

at Gettysburg This announce-
ment

¬

caused unbounded enthusiasm and
to that extent contributed to the vic-
tory

¬

tint followed
On Hie IlaMleneltl

With the first flush of day the brigade
was again In motion and reached the
battlefield about 7 oclock The divis-
ion

¬

was massed in a field not far from
Wolfs Hill on the right of our line
Wc then moved some distance to the
left crossed Rock Creek to the front
and massed In the orchard just above
the bridge on the Baltimore Turnpikj
There was nothing to Indicate the ter ¬

rible contest soon to shake the earth
Everything was quiet till the middle of
the afternoon Hut it was the calm Do

fore a storm About 4 oclock the bat ¬

tle opened with unabated fury on the
left

The lines of the Third Corps Gen
Sickles commanding extended from the
Codori house on the right along the
Emmltsburg road to the Peach Or-

chard
¬

then bending back were contin-
ued

¬

to the hasp of Round Top The
engagement commenced with a deter ¬

mined effort to turn the Union left at
Devils Den Hoods and McLawss di ¬

visions advanced to the attack and the
action rapidly extended along the line
until tho entire position of the Third
Corns was furiously asailcd Reinforce
ments were called for Gen Barness
Division of the Fifth Corps was the
first to respond and moved over the
fields left in front in the direction of
the woods near where Gen Zooks
monument now Mands When the head
of the column came across the Tany
town road Gen Warren met it and by
permission of Gen Barnes detached the
Third Brlgad and conducted It to Lit-

tle
¬

Round Top where it had a terrific
struggle with a portion of Hoods di
vision for the mastery In this conflict
the gallant Vincent fell but his brlgado
held its ground The rest of the division
proceeded to the Loop Col Swelt
zers brigade In advance The three
regiments formed In line of battle the
32d Mass on the left In the position
Indicated by its tent shaped monument
and markers the G2d in the center and
the 4th Mich on the right The 9th
Mass was absent on picket duty The
Firs Brigade formed In tho woods fur-
ther

¬

to the right The enemy was soon
discovered advancing over the low
ground on our left to attack the 32d
Mass the other two regiments were
wheeled partially to the left and rear to
strengthen that position thus forming
three separate lines facing tho same
way and supporting each other The
Sring became rapid and severe but the
brigade maintained its position

Many of our officers and men were
truck down MaJ William G Lowcry

fell instantly killed In his death the
lervlce lost as brave a soldier and as

faithful an officer as any that fell that
day in defense of his country The
Firs Brigade fell back and no other
troops taking their place on the right
Irft out biigade in a critical situation
We were directed to fall back which
was done deliberately and in good or-
der

¬

the regiment halting and firing un-
til

¬

well into the woods We then moved
by the left Hank struck the Wheat
field and passed along its border to the
Peach Orchard road where wc took po-
sition

¬

parallel to it facing this field
The First Division of the Second Corps
had moved forward and was engaged
in these woods In our front Gen Zook
had just been carried from the field
mortally wounded While we moved
along the edge of the woods before
reaching the Peach Orchard road sev-
eral

¬

of our men were struck by stray
shots and when In line on that road
the command was ordered to He down
to avoid the flying bullets Lieut Scott
McDowell was killed and several men h Tie3eoccupied divisions a human avalancheremaining U h20 minutes
well requested Col Sweitzer to take the
brigade to his assistance in the woods
beyond Before starting a straggling
line came back through our ranks We
then moved forward across the Wheat
field in splendid style When this point
was gained we became hotly engaged
with the enemy In front the C2d in the
position indicated by this monument
and these markers the 4th Mich on
the right and the 32d Mass on left

About the we moved forward
across this field Grahams Division had
been driven from the Peach Orchard
and Humphreys Division being threat
ened in reverse changed front and
moved further to the rear These oper
ations made a large opening In the line
through which the Confederates has
tened to enter In strong force We had
not been long in this advanced position
when shots were noticed striking our
line from the woods to our right and
rear Wofford s Brigade of Geor-
gia

¬

troops held the Peach Orchard road
and the elevation at Zooks monument
and was firing into our command Col
Boyd McKeen In his report of tho First
Brigade Fir3t Division Second Corps
says They were relieved by a bri
gade Sweltzers of Barness Division
Fifth Corps Passing relieving bri-
gade

¬

by file they were enfiladed by a
galling Thus showing that the
enemy made his appearance on cvir
flank and rear almost Immediately after
wc moved from the Peach Orchard
road

The nrlgndc Xearljr Surrounded
The 4lh Mich and the 62d changed

front to the right to meet our enemies
in that direction brigade was
now nearly surrounded and in a very
perilous situation Attacked In front
right and rear its chances of extricat-
ing

¬

itself were anything but good Gen
Barnes exclaimed There goes the
Second Brigade wo may as well bid it
good bye But it was not tho first
time the Second Brigade had been in
critical positions and by good Judgment
and indomitable pluck came out all
right The command was terribly ex ¬

posed in the open field while our ene¬

mies had the cover of the woods Tho
mens blood was up and they fought
with desperate resolution The brigade
fell back diagonally across tho field
fighting every foot of the way the com
mand repeatedly halting and firing as
it retired The 4th Mich and G2d he
came mixed up the enemy and
many hand-to-han- d conflicts ensued
Col Jeffords of the 4th Mich was run
through with a bayonet while gallantly
defending the colors of his regiment
When we were engaged at the stone
fence a large squad of prisoners had
been taken and sent to the rear and
when the regiment became entangled
with the enemy oposing forces at
times could not fire Into each other for
the unarmed captives between the lines
When wc emerged from the colls of im
pending capture broken and cut to
pieces Crawford led Col McCand
less Brigade of Pennsylvania Reserves
in a sweeping charge which again
cleared the Whcatficld Our brigade
took position In support of a battery on
a line just to the right of Little Round

Extension where It remained un- -

till the army moved in pursuit or iee
The 62d lost heavily during the after
noon or the 2d particularly its pas ¬

sage across the Wheatfield story
of Its casualties Is chiseled on this mar
Lie shaft It marched to the Loop with
2 officers and 400 enlisted men In line
and emerged from the Wheatfield with
12 ollicers and enlisted men four
oillcer and 24 enlisted men had been
klled 10 officers and 97 enlisted
wounded and 40 enlisted men taken
prisoners uiowruiiu wi 5 i eriof
men Two of the officers died In a lew
days after and it is safe to say that not
Irs than enlisted men died from
fc effects of their wounds The fig

on monument
official

and Ptcasualties greater
Brigade suffered at Balaklava Lord

lost and i

wounded total 247 per cent
Of tlios e who through the fight

unhurt Gen Sweitzer had several close
tails his hors e shot under him

the crown of laid open by a
minlc ball Col Hulls tall form was
conspicuous in engagement moving
ttiout with his accustomed coolness di ¬

recting manuvers of tho regiment
He passed the ordeal of the Wheatfield
unharmed to meet his fate like a gal ¬

lant soldier in the Wilderness
Scitz ran the enemys lines ut
Poach Orchard road while trying to
communicate with Gen Barnes he
his horse shot and barely escaped cap
lure But go into further
ticulars The officers did their
whole duty and the regiment added
still another laurel to its wieath of he
roic deeds

No In the extensive lines of
Gettysburg ilercer or more contin
nous fighting than here This field had

taken and the lines sway
and forth repeatedly during

the progress of tho contest that ¬

It has been fitly styled the
Whirlpool of Battle W Pat-

terson
¬

Lieutenant Co F
C2d Ta Pittsburg Pa

Who Knew TliU Comrade
Editor National Tribune The pres ¬

ent widow of John Ryner Co H 3d
Mo Cav has trying for a number
of to procure a pension but is
unable to do as she cannot prove
the place and death of above soldier
If any of your many readers can ¬

her this Information It would
be greatly appreciated by her ns she is
quite old and feeble and absolutely in
destitute circumstances Any assist-
ance

¬

can furnish her thru your pa¬

will be David Yost
Oney 111

u- -
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OPDYCKES CHARGE

Franklin One of 1Iie Severest na Well am
Mont Important Dottle of the War
R C Rice Co B 125th Ohio War-

ren
¬

O has been wanting describe
the charge of Opdyckes Brigade at the

i cattle ol rrniin for pqitw time
nas ten tnat only uomraac Mcuiroy
could do the subject justice He also
feels a little delicate about saying any-
thing

¬

more about Franklin feeling that
the comrades are tired of hearing so
much about battles Of all the battles
of the war no one was of more Impor-
tance

¬

than Franklin Gettysburg
have turned the tide in the East but
there was then the great West to be
reckoned with legions under Hood
were yet strong their belief of ultl
mate victory Strange as it may seem
yet statement is nevertheless true
that the roar of the bat-
tle

¬

of Franklin was greater than in any
other More ammunition and
cartridges were expended per man

than in any other battle in the
worlds history Other battles may
have had more men engaged but here
60000 muskets were used In one charge
and nearly 100 cannon all ablaze at
same time That storm of lead which
stopt the famous charge of Pickett was
not more destructive Tho each issue
of The National Tribune should
something about Franklin the story
would rtot be half told The army ex
perience of the old soldier is about all
that Is left to talk about It signifies
little that the comrades do not agree
In what they saw It Is perfectly nat-
ural

¬

that they would not see things
alike as each was busy In his own sur
roundings But of the charge Gen
Hood in his account of the battle fully
describes the situation He had sur
veyed the ground and saw that his
main attack should be made on the
center of the line and chose two of his

joldest Generals Cleburne and Cheat
ead chargc twowounded while the regiment camethat position After on the Unon wthclay road about Gen Cald

the
time

Gen

the

fire

The

with

the

Gen

Top

in
The

men

been

fury and the conditions for
their success were far greater than
those of Picketts men at Gettysburg
Our advanced line In falling
were as a mask to this charging col
umn shielding it from the of our
men Hood witnessed all this with great
exultation and expectancy He saw his
men mount our works and considered

battle won but just then as he
sftys A small brigade In line just back
of the works charged our men most
valiantly retook works and could
not be dislodged altho we tried repeat
edly This brigade was Opdyckes
and these are the facts pure and sim
ple Here were a few determined men
acting as one man all under the con
trol of a master mind the right man
in right place Comrade Rice says
When I saw our old flag go down and

the flag of the Confederacy Haunting
on our works when our men came
fleeing back I felt that I too must
run everybody mu3t run or meet with
annihilation But the commands of
that gallant man changed all our
thoughts of fear and uncertainty and
made us all of one mind not a man
faltered If we had been struck with
awe at the appearance of Hoods le¬

gions to them lhe sight of our glisten
ing steel in a countercharge was equal
lv demoralizing to their ranks their
stamina was gone and no repeated ef
forts could revive It Subsequent
charges lacked the fierceness of that
first one To all comrades of that nav
tlefield I speak out and thru the
medium of The National Tribune make
the Importance of that battle so well
known so well understood that there
shall be none cry out Give us a
rest

REMINISCENCE
YILIjE

A Northern Cunt of Capt Wlrxn Sum
mcr Ileaort for Month

Editor National Tribune 1 have been
reading at different times articles in
vour valuable paper written oy uuicr
ent comrades with regard to the Wirz
monument Now ir you will permit
me I would like have my say In
18G3 I with of friends was
making a tour of the South not alto
irether for our health but to see
country as well a very pleas-
ant

¬

and enjoyable time until we
down In Georgia Here wc became in-

volved
¬

in a difficulty with some of the
citizens there If I remember aright
sevenl shots were fired However my
friends with myself were arrested for
disturbing the peace and taken to An
dersonvills for trial During the time
we were waiting for our case to he
called we boarded at the hotel where
Capt Wirz was manager At first we
supposed he was the owner after-
wards

¬

learned that it belonged to a
company at Richmond Va A man by

name of Davis was Iresiucni i
have forgotten who directors were
Mr Wirz was not a handsome man by
any means but somehow I at first
formed an attachment for I un-

derstood
¬

he was a Democrat and one
of my having been one
had a tendency to make me admire
him Of course I was 19 and had
never voted for anyone I had not been
a guest but a few days In hi3 hostelry
until I began to observe inai ne was
not running his on the European
plan or wc had seen them run up
North But thinking It was a Southern
Idea and as we were unavoidably de-

tained
¬

we would make best of it
that wc could During the seven
months that 1 had the pleasure of en ¬

joying his hospitality I learned to de ¬

test him of admiring him At
the end of seven months my case was

viUidd f d T retrned to my
the officers and 40 cent enlistedper Nortnern uomc where 1 expect to re

15

or

Lieut

I

point

after-
noon

years
so

to

in

there

to

Seven

to

hotel
as

main until grim death says Play ball
When I left Wires Hotel my appear
rinre was much like a friend of mine In

North Carolina who says he resembled
trcs given this arc taken 0dfashoned two lined dinner fork
from the records of the War notiing but a monument will
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negnn Four Yearn Sen Ice n a Home
Runrd

Editor National Tribune On April
22 1S61 I with about 50 other boys
neighbors of mine and some old men
organized and went to drilling and be
for many days wc had the Secessionists
to contend with We made our own
Hags and drums Some of U3 had squir-
rel

¬

guns some single barrel and some
double barrel shotguns while some had
no guns but had big knives made out
of plow files This was April 22 and
of course we were only Home Guards
but It was necessary to organize in or-

der
¬

to hold old Missouri in the Union
which we did in line shape I served
In the Home Guards until Jan 20 1SG2
whejt I enlisted In the 21st Mo for
three years 1 re enllstod near Vlcks--
burg on March 27 1SG4 and served un
til April 19 186C In all I had over
four years service My Home Guard
service was Just as hard as the United
States nwlcc My first battle after
enlisting In the United States service
was Shiloh and I think I know when
the battle opened Our regiment and
the 25th Mo were the first engaged
A part of my regiment and a part of
the 25th were sent out before day 1

think about 3 oclock in the morning
to see what was going on- - and we found
considerable Boys who are living and
who were there know the rest so will
Just say that my first big fight was
Shiloh and my last one was l ort liiaue
ly and here I am way out in California
living In that land ot sunshine and
flowers Would like very much to hear
from some of the comrades who were
with me from start to finish In regard
to tho pensions I think there is no jus¬

tice in a bill which gives a man who
only served 90 days as much as one
that served four vcars Jasper Malone
Oo 11 21st Mo Lemoore Cal

Jk
St Wesv

JlS--
THE COLORED SCROOPS

They Bravely Covered ih Retreat From
Guntonn

Editor National Trlhupo Capt Ship
man 113th U S CrT requests fin ac-
count

¬

of how the Wo colored regiments
covered the retreat of Gen Sturgis
from GuntownMIss June 1864 The
expedition stariedfrom La Grange
Tcnn June 3 864 and consisted of a
division of cavalryjcommandcd by Gen
B F GrlersonjQf Illinois and a division
of infantry unde the command of Col
W T McMilleiL orjthe 95th Ohio both
divisions being under the command of
Gen Sturgis k Regular Army officer
The infantry division consisted of three
brigades The firl was made up of
four regiments and two batteries of
light artillery commanded by Col Alex
ander Wilkin of the 9th Minn the sec
ond was similar to the first and com
manded by Col George B Hodge of
the 115th III and tho third was com ¬

posed of two regiments of colored
troops with light artillery also colored
under the command of MaJ E M Lowe
of the 59th U S C T The two regi
ments were the Goth U S C T com-
manded

¬

by Maj Lowe and tho 59th
U S C T commanded by Lleut Col
Robert Cowden The column reached
the vicinity of Guntown Miss on June
10 where Gen Forrest made an attacl
in force capturing all the ammunition
wagons and by night causing a retreat
which was practically a complete rout
of our entire force When tho attack
was mado tho colored brigade was at
the rear of the column acting as a train
guard They were hurried to the front
as the other brigades were falling back
and steadily bore their part until the
general retreat came at dark Most of
their cartridge boxes were now empty
Lieut Col Cowden was wounded in the
hip and Maj Lowe in the arm disabling
them from command of their regiments
Capt S T Reeves assumed command
of the 55th and Capt James C Foster
the 59th They massed their men in
close order and protected the rear of
the column during the entire night
march Many of the white soldiers to
hasten their flight threw away their
guns and cartridge boxes These tho
colored boys appropriated each one
providing himself with about 25 rounds
each of cartridges which was most for
tunate Tor them Reaching Ripley In
the early morning the First and Sec ¬

ond Brigades were hastily reorganized
and ordered to continue the retreat on
the Salem road They had proceeded
but a short time when Forrest made a
determined attack upon the town soon
obtaining possession of the Salem road
thereby cutting our column In two
leaving Col Wilkin with his brigade and
the 59th U S C T and a portion of
the 55th U S C T-- under command of
Capt Foster to retreat on the Salisbury
road Forrest pursued them until La
Grange was reached and reinforcements
arrived from Memphis on the 13th
During this entire distance the colored
boys formed the rear guard and were
more or less constantly exchanging
shots with the enemy having repulsed
one chargc of Bufords Cavalry Col
Wilkin in his report says Our rear
was occasionally fired upon until long
after dark but the imperturbable cool ¬

ness and steadiness of the colored
troop under command of Capt Foster
kept them in check and prevented con-
fusion

¬

The command as It disem-
barked

¬

from the cars at Memphis was
In a pitiable condition Nearly all were
barefooted sorfie oftheIr feet were bad-
ly

¬

blistered anJswpllen most had eaten
nothing for three days and all wern
without hats or coats There was one
glory however left to the returning
colored troops Every man brought
back his gun lils Is not the only time
I have seen the colored man meet the
most strenuous requirements of a sol
dier The best of ptir colored regiments
were jn every respect as renaDic as any
In our grand old army I am one of
those who has learned to take pride in
colored soldiers when properly officer-
ed

¬

S J Quinby Surgeon 61st U S
C T

GEN FINXEGAN

A KemlulNcenee at the Confederate Gen ¬

eral Story of a Canteen
Editor National Tribune There was

a story In a recent issue of The Na
tional Tribune that recalls to memory
scenes of other days I was well ac-
quainted

¬

with Gen FInnegan who Is
now dead and I helped build a nice
house for him in Florida about nine
years after the close of the war He
owned a nice residence In Fernandlna
Fla which was confiscated and turned
into a hospital during the war The
old General told me an amusing story
of two Irishmen who knew him in ould
Ireland and belonged to one of the reg-
iments

¬

in his brigade They had got
tired of the service and wanted to get
discharged and so came to him on the
strength of old acquaintance Tho Gen
eral said to them

Oh no We are in too much need
of such fine soldiers as you and cant
think of parting with you until your
time Is up They went away mad as
wet hens After going a little way one
turned around shook his fist at the
General and said

We knew yez Wre knew yez In the
ould country Then it was Barney
come to yer mush Now Its Gineral
come to yer ta

There is one other Item I had for-
gotten

¬

The night before the battle of
first Cold Harbor some call It Gainess
Mill I had a fine ennteen full of cold
spring water stolen from me while
asleep When my regiment made nn
advance- - Into the pine woods where the
firing was the thickest I came across
a dead rebel with a hole square between
the ees hut that was not what first
attracted rny attention It was a bright
new canteen with a nlco leather strap
on It I quietly unbuckled it and took
It with me but I can still see those
eyes of his looking wide open into
mine altho It has been over 40 years
since His name J M Clayton was
scratched on It with a knife and I have
often wondered If It was the only thing
he had to Identify him There was
about a gill of poor whisky mixt with
gunpowder in it When I was dis¬

charged I took the canteen home with
me and when I moved to Florida In
1S72 I left It in the old home hanging
with my haversack In the garret Fif-
teen

¬

ears after I went back on a visit
but the canteen and haversack were
both gone andj Ipan honestly say that
I have never takeij a thing from any
man alive or dfradclhat did not belong
to me since Ncw If you ever hear
anything tromjJ M Clayton or any of
his relatives plea let me know F
W Kennon Ajljutant General Harney
Post Sanford Fla

3 rrr
Who otllli Knnpunekf

Byron Rushton Co E 17th Iowa
Unlonville Mot ants to know who
got his knapsaok out of the hull of the
boat at Memphis Tenn in the Fall of
18G3 It was marked In big letters B
R His portfolloiilnslde had his like
ness and othcrtitrinkcts and the knap
sack contained some underclothing In
consequence of losing his khapsack he
had to steal a shirt out of a little square
tent from either aiCoIonel an Ordnance
officer or a Quartermaster Is willing
to pay for the shirt If he can get his
knapsack

McCCMBER TjAW BLANK ArPLIOA
TIONS

For the convenience of those who
wish blank forms of application under
tho act of Feb 6 1907 McCumber
Service Pension law Tho National
Tribune has printed such blanks We
will furnish these blanks at the follow
ing price
SInglo blank 05
Three blanks 10
One dozen blanks 30
One hundred blanks 200

Address The National Tribune Wash ¬

ington D C

PICKET SHOTS

From Alert Comrades Moo be Whole

Liic

That rtnllroad Aflnlr
B F Sweitzer Co F 79th 111

Greenville III thinks Comrade J Hill
Co K 73d 111 Quincy III made a few
mistakes In his article Railroading
Under Difficulties Comrade Sweitzer
was in that squad and as he remem ¬

bers they were detailed from the con-
valescent

¬

or exchango camp at Chat-
tanooga

¬

to guard two trains to Big
Shanty Ga As he wanted to go to his
regiment he volunteered for this ex-
pedition

¬

and got on the front train
As they were going thru the mountain-
the train going very slowly on account
of the road being crooked the engine jr
put one man out to trot in front of the
train to see if the road ahead was nil
right and when this man got tired thi
engineer would stop the train take
him on and start out another on- -

When they got the other side of Wal-
ton

¬

there was a straight piece of road
for several miles making it unneces-
sary

¬

for anyone to inspect the roa l
The engineer increased the speed at
this point but the rebels had pullua
up the spikes and so before the engi
neer could stop the train tho engine of
the front train ran off and then as
Comrade Hill says the rear engine
coupled on the front train to pull it
back to Dalton but did not get more
than about a half mile when the engi
neer was obliged to leave one train
with two or three men to guard it and
about 15 men of whom he was one to
guard the engine which was some dis ¬

tance away Just about dark they
heard firing up where the train lay so
ran up and drove the Johnnies away
after which they went back to the en-
gine

¬

and stayed the rest of that night
The next morning another engine and
two or three cars with some soldiers
was sent down to them from Dalton to
get their train and the engine and run
It to the front but when they got with-
in

¬

a half mile of the train they came
to a place where the rebels had pulled
up some more spikes which the engi-
neer

¬

did not sec in time so he threw
the throttle wide open and the engine
got over all right but the cars broke
loose and rolled down an embankment
The rebels fired Into them killing one
or two of the guards and then the
Johnnies sklpt The engine was got
on the track again and ran to Big
Shanty and from there Comrade
Sweitzer went to his regiment Now if
any of the boys who were in that fra-
cas

¬

are living he would like to hear
from them and their version of the
affair

S
A Narrow Escape

F Harris Co E 1st D C Cav
Medford Wis would like to hear from
the 1st D C Cav especially Co E
of which he was a member Would
like to know where Sergt Huzzy and
the balance of his guard who were on
duty at Sycamore Church Va on Sept
10 18G4 are Wade Hampton made
them a call at that time with half of
his troops dressed in blue uniforms
asking for 2500 head of fat cattle for a
breakfast and was impolite enough to
help himself before they had time to
Inquire who he was Does Sergt Kel
iey of Co D remember the man who
halted him and his relief in time to
save them from meeting unpleasant
company Comrade Harris hed just
recaptured John Watson and driven
his guard back and while he was talk-
ing

¬

about It Sergt Kelley heard the
tramp of horses and ordered his men
to dismount take their firearms and
turn the horses back towards camp
after which they fell in behind trees
and old logs in a lino on one tide of the
road They had Spencer repeating ri
fles 16 shots apiece without loading
and when the rebel troops which were
a reduced regiment of rebel cavalry
came along they gave them a little
lead to go with their beefsteak and
then took to the woods lust in time to
clear their skirmish line which extend
ed nearly around them The woods
were guarded by the enemy on every
side and the comrades came to a halt
near the guard and divided their car-
trlges and each one made a solemn
promise never to surrender alive At
last they decided to try and pass the
guard under cover of the shadow of
the woods on their hands and knees
and to shoot If halted They were not
discovered until they got to a farm
house where the landlady dressed a
wound for one of the boys and gave
them about eight hardtacks apiece It
was she who first called their atten ¬

tion to the fact that the Johnnies had
seen them and had sent a squad after
them She directed them the way to
their camp which they reached about
3 oclock in the afternoon

Albert Slelter
Comrade James Wiley Commander

of J W S Alexander Post Globe Ariz
writes to us In regard to the death ot
one of the members of his Post

Albert Sieber served his country
faithfully and gallantly In fact the
early settlers of Arizona and New Mex
ico know had It not been Tor such loyal
stanch men as he this part of the Unit-
ed

¬

States would not be what It is to ¬

day They opened up and paved the
way for civilization Comrade Sieber
served during the war of the rebellion
three years and four months In Co K
1st Minn After the war he served ns
a scout under uen urooK jiier me
Indians were partly subdued he served
as Chief of Scouts at the San Carlos
Agency At that time there were tre
mendous responsibilities resting wtin
the Chief of Scouts He had several
encounters with tho notorious Apache
Indian Kid in one of which he was
shot in the leg by tho Kid The wound
never healed Indeed this very wound
was the cause of his death When the
cxnlosion occurred the others escaped
but owing to lameness He could not get
out of tho way Comrade Sieber was
killed at the Roosevelt Dam in Gila
County Ariz by a premature explo-
sion

¬

Feb 19 1907 Brave Ah yes
he was as brave a man as ever fought
for country and flag

Name of the Officer
D W Knappen Co H 23d Wis

Burkett Neb Informs Comrade
Brecso Duenquat O that the name of
tho officer who met the flag of truce at
Vlcksburg July 3 1863 was Mai
Green of tho 23d Wis who was Offi
cer of the Day at that time comrade
Knannen was standing within a few
feet of Gen Pemberton and his Aids
when they rode up They dismounted
and were blindfolded by Maj Green
and taken by him to Grants headquar-
ters

¬

Gen Pemberton presented a very
striking appearance having a fine mil-
itary

¬

bearing dressed In gold trimmed
gray uniform and mounted on a mag-
nificent

¬

gray horse The picture Is as
vivid to the comrade as tho It all hap-
pened

¬

yesterday He remembers per-
fectly

¬

also the Yankee yell that went
up when the first white flag was given
to the breeze tho next day July i at
10 oclock a m

What the Mnslclana Did
F S White 116th N Y Philadelphia

Pa has been much interested in read-
ing

¬

the talo of Little Round Top by
Comrade Piatt and says that the com-
rades

¬

brigade stands among the high-
est

¬

In his estimation Comrade White
thinks however that Comrade Piatt
overlooked the fact that the left regi-
ment

¬

of his own brigade the 140th N
Y gave very substantial assistance on
this occasion but he readily excuses
him What interests him most is the
account of the drummers who took part
In the conflict and If any of them are
now alive he would like to hear from
them Every little while somebody has
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something to say of the Drummer Boy
of the Rappahannock and the Drum-
mer

¬

Boy of Shiloh and he feels desir ¬

ous of knowing if these boys did any-
thing

¬

else of any special importance
during the war Would also like to
know If the lifers did anything It
seems to him as if there must have been
many exciting things in which the mu-
sicians

¬

took part If not the bugler or
the lifers why then the whistlers He
wishes some of them would speak up
and tell something about their experi ¬

ences
That Utile Scrap on the Briilse

W M Townsend Co I 2d N Y Civ
Syracuse X Y has been a reader of
The National Tribune for some time
and thinks It is the veterans greatest
friend He often wonders why the com-
rades

¬

never say anything concerning the
2d N Y Cav which was a regiment
that was always at the front and need
not be ashamed of Its record There is
one incident which he well remembers
when the Johnnies gave them a little
surprise The regiment was encamped
on the Red River in Louisiana and on
the morning of April 4 1864 they had
a hurry up call and were started off on
a march with one days rations Tolfp
crost Red River at Grand Ecore and
drove the rebels from there to Campti
a distance of about 20 miles where they
took shelter in old buildings of the
town One of the gunboats drove them
back thru a piece of woods and across
a bayou where they had breastworks
thrown up After fighting for some
time their Colonel gave the Captain or-

ders
¬

to charge the bridge and while on
tho bridge they discovered that the
bridge was torn up on the Johnnies
side and they oould not go any further
They turned their horses and started io
so back when the rebels poured a vol
ley Into them killing and wounding
several their Orderly Sergeant being
one of them After getting back the
Captain gave the First Lieutenant or
ders to detail four men to bring the
killed and wounded from the bridge
This the First Lieutenant refused to do
fearing that If he attempted to go on
the bridge again it would mean death
The Captain then called for four men
to volunteer for the Job Comrada
Townsend was the youngest man in the
company and the first one to volunteer
and while they were carrying the killed
and wounded from the bridge the rebels
never tired a shot but they got very
busy just a little later Comrade Town
send would like very much to hear from
some of the old boys of Co I 2d N Y
Cav

Another Kick
G L Camp Co G 92d Ohio Seattle

A ash ha3 a kick against R J Itoder
mill Green Mountain Iowa who in a
recent Issue of The National Tribune
referring to the claim of the 97th Ohio
savs The 92d Ohio was in Chatta
nooga Sent 9 1863 and had its flag m
the Crutchfield House 15 minutes be-

fore
¬

any other troops arrived and soma
other troops came along and took down
the flag of the 92d and put its own u
He also states that the 92d then went
east to Ringgold and scouted up and
down the Chickamauga River Comrade
Camp referring to his diary finds that
on Sept 5 he arrived in Trenton Ga
where his regiment lay in camp until
the 10th On the 9th they received
news that Chattanooga had been cap-
tured

¬

and that they then marched to
the base of Lookout Mountain In
crossing those mountains half of the
regiment carried the guns and knap-
sacks

¬

of the other half who helped the
six mules get the loads up the moun-
tains

¬

On Sept IS marched all night
and reached Crawfish Springs on the
morning of Sept 19 where they got
breakfast about 10 oclock and went in-

to
¬

the fight That afternoon while sup
porting their battery the Johnnies
charged them four times They lay low
until the rebels got within about two
rods of them when they xhen charged
them back as far as they dared ThU
afternoon while on the skirmish line
Col Benj D Fearing was shot thru
both thighs which incapacitated him
for some time The first the 92d Ohii
saw of Chattanooga was on Sept 22
about daylight After leaving the bat
tlecround Sunday evening in the fam
ous Turchin charge after cutting their
way out they halted near Missionary
Ridge and guarded tlie icossvine uap
until the morning of Sept 22 when at
l oclock they started for Chattanooga
They had helped to hold tho Johnnies
back until the lino of Intrenchments
around Chattanooga had been sn lar
completed as to defend the place On
Sunday morning they took their posi-
tion

¬

when it was so foggy they couldnt
see anything and never left that posi-
tion

¬

until 4 oclock Sunday when they
went back and out in the Turchin
charge
The Smallest Man In the IT S Army

Henry Van Ness 1st Ohio Perry O
was known thruout the army as the

Live Yankee He lost all trace of
his regiment when they left him at Co
lumbia Tcnn He was considered tne
smallest man In the U S Army his
hlght being four feet eight inches and
weighing on an average of 75 pounds
If any of his old comrades should see
this he hopes they will show up and
write to him Would like to know
what became of the 1st Ohio after the
battle of Corinth

The OOth III Again
J J Kane Co D 90th 111 Chicago

111 referring to tho short history of
that regiment published some time ago
in The National Tribune says In cor-
rection

¬

that the 90th III lost 117 men
In one engagement alone in the battle
of Missionary Ridge Not- - 23 18G3 At
that time it belonged to the First Bri-
gade

¬

Col John Loomis commanding
Fourth Division Fifteenth Corps and
their loss was larger than that of any
other regiment of the corps engaged in
that battle Col Stuart he says did
not take command until nearly six
months after the battle being shot
clear thru the body at the time When
they started on the Atlanta campaign
May 1 1864 they were assigned to the
Third Brigade Second Division Fif
teenth Corps W B Hazen command

v - I jfrJSgL- - J sS jcw StS iSi ir - rfwgSS---fc-ffffc- V

ing the division They only had 10C
men left at muster out

What JJit I err Was II
In reply to the inquiry of II II In

field Co I 97th Ohio as to what hat--te- ry

was close to the Carter house anda little to the left of the locust grove
H D Calvin Co E 72d III Oberlin
Kan says that It was Cogswells Bat ¬
tery 2d III L A under command of
Lieut S HnnUton McClanry The leftflank of the 50th Ohio rested on the
Columbia pike and next on their right
came the 72d III witlrthe above namedbattery between The line or the 72d
extended Into the locust grovo Lieut
McClanry Is now a resident of tho clt
of Obcrlln Kan

What Ircanie of Tlirmf
Leroy Bradford Co D 56th 111

Bonaqua Tenn would like as full an
account as possible given of the bovs1
of the cth III who left the army
so home when Sherman was marching
thru the Carolina When Comrade
Bradford who was n prlvnte of thafregiment icacied Goldsboro N C ho
heard that the ship that these boy j left
on had caught tire and was destroyed1
He would like to know all about it

One of the Longest
W H Wilder Co A 19th III is d

subscriber to The National Tribune and
enlisted in the State j crvfrc in Chicago
in April 1R61 Was mustered out at
Nashville In 1S66 He claims his ser ¬
vice which was without a break is oner
of the longest of the civil war

Tneuty tiro Pair of Ilrotticrn
Samuel Welch Co E 51st Ohio

UhrlchsvlIIe O ra wrcccntly in an Ohio
paper a published list of 22 pairs of
brothers who were all members of Co
I 51st Ohio If any other company in
the State of Ohio or anywhere else can
show more brothers he would like to
hear from them This list was prepared
by Tho McConnell a survivor of thecompany and a well known army com-
rade

¬

This company was mustered into
the service at Canal Dover O in 1861
and mustered out in Victoria Tex Oct
3 1865

One or the Guard
R J Williams White Plains Ky

reading the letter of Comrade C A
Brasher of Hopkinsvillc Ky is re-
minded

¬

ofthat long march from Nash-
ville

¬

to Louisville and then to Perry- -
ville He was one of the men who
stood guard around Col J S Jackson
on that night while he lay dead In tha
ambulance He would like to have the
old comrades know that he Is still liv¬

ing
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